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For three millennia, the fall of Troy has been a popular topic in European culture. Not only did the classical texts that 
were the product of Greco-Roman culture continue to circulate in the Middle Ages, but also many “new” works were 
composed on different aspects of the story of Troy, not only in Latin and Greek but also in vernacular languages. 
These texts, old and new, shaped the perception of the Trojan War and enabled the further production and 
transmission of narratives on Trojan characters and scenes throughout the Middle Ages. Trojan topics also remained 
popular in visual imagery, from early Greek vases and Roman sculptures to medieval illuminations and tapestry. With 
every work written, drawn, sculpted, carved, or copied, the past was reconstructed and renarrated yet again in a 
different context emphasising different values. These four sessions explore the reasons behind the fascination with 
the Trojan narrative and the ways in which the story of Troy was employed in the Middle Ages. 

Session 1020 - I: Origin Stories and Identity 
Formation 
4 July 2018, Wednesday, 9.00-10.30 
 
Moderator: Ralph W. Mathisen, University of Illinois, 
Urbana-Champaign 
 
Heroes and Villains: Memories of Troy in Medieval 
Britain 
Helen Fulton, University of Bristol 
 
Who Is Brutus in Late Medieval England? 
Julia Marvin, University of Notre Dame, Indiana 
 
Explaining Troy in the Ovide moralisé and in the 
Ovidius moralizatus 
Marek Thue Kretschmer, Norges teknisk-
naturvitenskapelige universitet, Trondheim 
 
 
The first session will reflect on the long tradition of 
claiming Trojan ancestry in medieval Europe in 
connection with notions of identity and nationhood. 
Focusing on concepts of nationhood and differing 
remembrances of Troy in the later period, Helen 
Fulton will look at a number of texts in English and 
Welsh to frame an account of identity-formation in 
medieval Britain and the assimilation of ‘British’ and 
‘English’. Emphasising the significance of vernacular 
traditions, Julia Marvin will discuss the implications of 
the reinterpretation of the matter of Troy in the Oldest 
Version of the Anglo-Norman prose Brut. Marek Thue 
Kretschmer will compare and analyse the passages on 
Troy in the Ovide moralisé and the Ovidius moralizatus. 

“Departure of Trojans after the fall of Troy.” Leeds University Library, Brotherton 100 (detail) 



Session 1120 - II: Socio-Political Considerations 
4 July 2018, Wednesday, 11.15-12.45 
 
Moderator: Mia Münster-Swendsen, Roskilde 
Universitet 
 
Dares Phrygius in Context: Text, Textual 
Apparatus, and the Corpus of Associated Works in 
Manuscripts of the De excidio Troiae historia 
Louis Faivre d’Arcier, Archives Municipales de Lyon 
 
Les traductions de Guido delle Colonne en 
français, constantes et variantes 
Catherine Croizy-Naquet, Université Sorbonne 
Nouvelle-Paris 3 
 
Describing the City of Troy, or How to Shape 
“Good Governement”? 
Anne Rochebouet, Université de Versailles Saint-
Quentin-en-Yvelines 
 
 
The second session will focus on the different versions 
and adaptations of the story of Troy and the ways in 
which these works served contemporary social and 
political agendas. Louis Faivre d’Arcier will consider 
the manuscripts of the late antique De excidio Troiae 
historia attributed to Dares of Phrygia and the different 
methods and techniques adopted by medieval scribes in 
order to reconstitute the historical and literary 
background of the text. Catherine Croizy-Naquet 
will compare and discuss the French translations of 
Guido delle Colonne’s Historia destructionis Troiae (c. 
1287), which, in the first place, is an adaptation of 
Benoît’s Roman de Troie in French verse into Latin 
prose. Anne Rochebouet will look into the city of 
Troy as a political model by considering works written 
or circulating in the 14th and 15th centuries, such as 
the Histoire ancienne jusqu’à César, Romans de Troie en prose, 
and the Troy Book by John Lydgate, which is also based 
on Guido’s work. 

Session 1220 - III: (Re)Narrating Heroes  
4 July 2018, Wednesday, 14.15-15.45 
 
Moderator: N. Kıvılcım Yavuz, Københavns 
Universitet 
 
Mémoire de Troie à la cour de Bourgogne  
Florence Tanniou, Université Paris Nanterre 
 
A New Light on the Story of the Trojan War’s 
Tapestries 
Anne-Sophie Laruelle, Université de Liège 
 
Importing Ideals from Burgundy? On Late 
Medieval Icelandic Elites and Their Cultural 
Contacts 
Sabine Heidi Walther, Rheinische Friedrich-Wilhelms-
Universität Bonn 
 
 
The third of these sessions will focus on the late 
medieval reception of the Troy story, especially the 
stories surrounding the figure of Hercules. Presenting 
the corpus of texts available at and written for the 
court, Florence Tanniou will focus on the story of the 
Argonauts and the first conquest of Troy under 
Hercules and discuss the specific relevance of these 
stories for the Burgundians. Anne-Sophie Laruelle 
will examine tapestries produced in Tournai, which 
enjoyed great success with princely patrons from the 
mid-1460s onwards, and will concentrate on the pre-
history of the Trojan War as well as the depiction of 
Hercules. Finally, engaging again with the story of 
Hercules and Jason, Sabine Heidi Walther will argue 
that the Burgundian tradition may have influenced one 
of the versions of the Old Icelandic Saga of the Trojans. 
 

Session 1320 - IV: Cultural Memory Beyond 
Borders 
4 July 2018, Wednesday, 16.30-18.00 
 
Moderator: Sabine Heidi Walther, Rheinische 
Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universität Bonn 
 
Temporality and Materiality in the Medieval 
Matter of Troy 
Marilynn Desmond, Binghamton University, State 
University of New York 
 
Travelling Images: The Illustrations in the First 
Printed Stories of Troy in Germany and Spain 
María Sanz Julián, Universidad de Zaragoza 
 
The Story of Troy: Facts and Figures, or Texts and 
Manuscripts 
N. Kıvılcım Yavuz, Københavns Universitet 
 
 
The final session will emphasise the pervasiveness of 
the Trojan narrative across geographies, languages and 
mediums. Marilynn Desmond will discuss the 
materiality of the transmission and the specific 
temporality of the story, a vision of the city of Troy as 
ever present yet always already destroyed. María Sanz 
Julián will explore the Trojan imagery in the early 
German and Spanish prints in order to present how, 
through these images, the matter of Troy overcame 
political and literary borders, adapting to the new times 
and literary tastes. As the last paper of the four 
sessions, N. Kıvılcım Yavuz will give an overview of 
the manuscript production of a set of different texts 
dealing with the matter of Troy across a thousand years 
and discuss whether the manuscript evidence points to 
different trends based on period, place or patronage.

 


