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Session 1026 – I: Marginal Matters 
3 July 2019, Wednesday, 09.00–10.30 
 

Moderator: Matthew James Driscoll, Københavns 
Universitet 
 

“Aldeles betydningsløst kradseri”: Paratexts in the 
Second Grammatical Treatise of Codex Upsaliensis 
Tim Lüthi, Philosophisch-Historische Fakultät, 
Universität Basel 
 

Men in the Margins: Constructing Identity and 
Authority through English Legal Manuscripts 
E. Amanda McVitty, Massey University, New Zealand 
 

The Making of Ferdinand Columbus’s Book of 
Epitomes: Marginalia in København, Den 
Arnamagnæanske Samling, AM 377 fol. 
N. Kıvılcım Yavuz, Københavns Universitet  
 

From the Margins into the Text: Material Influence 
on the Textuality of Bragða-Ölvis saga  
Teresa Dröfn Njarðvík, University of Iceland, Reykjavík 
 
The first session reflects on the interplay between textual 
and illustrative marginalia and the main text in the 
manuscripts. Arguing that the annotations accompanying 
the Second Grammatical Treatise in Uppsala, DG 11 4to are 
not “completely meaningless scribbling,” Lüthi examines 
the phenomenon of paratext in the codex. McVitty 
analyses the interactions between annotations by different 
readers in a selection of yearbook manuscripts in order to 
display the ways in which these manuscripts evolved as 
sites of shared knowledge, memory and legal authority in 
late medieval England. Focusing on Copenhagen, AM 377 
fol., Yavuz discusses the role marginalia played in the 
recent identification of the manuscript as one of 
Ferdinand Columbus’s library catalogues as well as the 
clues marginal annotations offer regarding the preparation 
and provenance of the manuscript that contains 
summaries of around 2,000 books. Njarðvík looks at how 
Bragða-Ölvis saga came to be annotated with marginal notes 
in the manuscripts and then, with the materiality of the 
manuscript directly influencing the content, how these 
marginal notes became part of the text itself. 



Session 1126 – II: Production of the Medieval Book  
3 July 2019, Wednesday, 11.15–12.45 
 

Moderator: N. Kıvılcım Yavuz, Københavns Universitet 
 

Shining Light on the Past: Pigments in Medieval 
Manuscripts 
Louise Garner, Durham University 
 

A Low German Fragment of Saint Birgitta’s 
Revelaciones in the Arnamagnæan Collection 
Tom Lorenz, Christian-Albrechts-Universität Kiel 
 

The Quire Signatures of the Codex Holmiensis D 3 
Agnieszka Backman, Uppsala Universitet 
 

Same Manuscript, Different Reading: Making and 
Remaking of a Saga Book 
Katarzyna Anna Kapitan, Museum of National History, 
Frederiksborg Castle  
 
The second session focuses on different aspects of the 
production of manuscripts in different languages and 
places. Garner showcases findings of non-invasive 
spectroscopic chemical analysis undertaken by Team 
Pigment from Durham and Northumbria Universities on 
the York Gospels, thought to have been made in Canterbury 
scriptoria around the year 1020. Examining the material 
characteristics of Copenhagen, AM 79 II α 8vo, a single 
damaged leaf reused as cover for another manuscript, 
Lorenz speculates on how the original codex might have 
been, where, and for whom it was produced and how it 
ended up in the Arnamagnæan Collection. Backman 
discusses the quire structure of a late 15th-century 
manuscript, Stockholm, Holm. D 3, and what the 
conflicting quire signatures mean with regard to the 
reproduction of the codex. Examining the physical 
features of Reykjavík, AM 395 fol. with a focus on its 
production as well as the later additions to the volume, 
Kapitan considers how the younger paratextual features 
influence the manuscript as a whole and change the 
reading of the texts in the volume. 
 
 

Session 1226 – III: Use and Reuse  
3 July 2019, Wednesday, 14.15–15.45 
 

Moderator: Seán D. Vrieland, Københavns Universitet 
 

Skin to Skin: Textual Materiality as a Devotional 
Tool in the Long and Short Charters of Christ  
Eleanor Baker, University of Oxford 
 

Unwrapping History: Understanding Medieval 
Manuscript Fragments in Denmark and Beyond 
Sven Rossel, University of Cambridge 
 

From a Nun to a Monk?: Material Signs of 
Appropriation in Jully-les-Nonnains Manuscripts 
Aurore Drouhin, Université de Bourgogne Franche-
Comté 
 

Making it Re-Write: The Materiality of a Late-Ninth 
or Tenth-Century Palimpsest of the Lombard Laws 
Thomas Gobbitt, Österreichische Akademie der 
Wissenschaften, Wien 
 
The third of these sessions investigates the changing 
materiality of manuscripts in the context of their 
provenance, ownership and reuse. Baker examines the 
production of the Middle English poems, the Long and 
Short Charters of Christ, and how the content determined the 
form and how the text the use of the book. Rossel 
investigates Latin manuscript fragments in Danish 
collections, with a special concentration on those that are 
associated with the ecclesiastical centre of Lund in 
Sweden. Focusing on two hymnary psalters (mss Lyon, 
539 and Verdun, 149) made during the thirteenth century 
for the nuns of the Benedictine Abbey of Jully-les-
Nonnains, Drouhin considers the influence of the 
changing ownership on the materiality of manuscripts. 
Gobbitt discusses the strategies of a scribe who was facing 
limited stock of resources and who resorted to reuse of 
materials during the production process of an early 
medieval law book, Vatican City, Vat. lat. 5359. 

Session 1326 – IV: Transmission and Dissemination 
3 July 2019, Wednesday, 16.30–18.00 
 

Moderator: Thomas Gobbitt, Österreichische Akademie 
der Wissenschaften, Wien 
 

The Materiality of Literary Transfer: The 
Manuscript Transmission of Trójumanna saga 
Sabine Heidi Walther, Rheinische Friedrich-Wilhelms-
Universität Bonn 
 

Text and Manuscript: The Transmission of 
Sībawayh’s Al-Kitāb 
Mourad Tadghout, Arab League Educational, Cultural & 
Scientific Organization (ALECSO), Cairo 
 

Creating a Service: Copying and Correcting 
Practices in Slavic Liturgical Books 
Victoria Legkikh, Universität Wien 
 

Whose Law Is it Anyway? Guta Lag in Danish, 
Swedish, and German Manuscripts 
Seán D. Vrieland, Københavns Universitet 
 
The final session focuses on the material context of the 
transmission of medieval texts in different languages in 
manuscripts across the Middle Ages and the early modern 
period. Walther explores the historical circumstances of 
the transmission history of Trójumanna saga, an Icelandic 
retelling of the story of the Trojan War. Tadghout 
examines the material context of Al-Kitāb, an eighth-
century encyclopaedic work on Arabic grammar, by 
surveying its transmission in manuscripts until the 
sixteenth century. Legkikh investigates the relationship 
between different types of liturgical books and manners in 
which texts are copied with a focus on the changes that 
occurred during the process of creating a service. 
Vrieland studies the material aspects of manuscripts 
containing the law code of Gotland that originate from 
Denmark, Sweden, and Germany and address the question 
of who was copying the text, from where, and for what 
purpose. 


